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SWANSEA HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY 
95 Lavinia Ave., Box 104 Toronto  M6S 3H9 

email: swanseahorticulturalsociety@gmail.com 
fb: @swanseahorticulturalsociety   web: http://swanseatownhall.ca/sth/?p=402  

 Newsletter: Lee Veikkamo   

~ Newsletter - Winter 2023 ~ 

         

Hi Members,   
Welcome Debbie Blake to our board for 2023 who will work with the other board members to continue their 
good work for our society.  
After three years of Covid, we need to return to our normal routines and to jump start this our first in-person 
meeting is on Thursday February 23 (note not the usual Wednesday) at 7 pm in the Rousseau Room at the 
Swansea Town Hall. It will be a hybrid meeting meaning that you can join via Zoom as well and you will receive 
the email for this as in the past. Returning to normal  also means that the suspension of annual dues is at an 
end.  However, our membership fees will remain the same at $20.00 for Singles and $25.00 for Families. The 
good news is that you can now pay your annual dues by e-transfer by making your payment to 
swanseahorticulturalsociety@gmail.com and it’s auto deposit. If you do not do online banking, you can 
continue to pay in cash or by cheque at our monthly meeting, as in the past. Do make the effort to return to the 
town hall and interact with your fellow members.  If you feel uncomfortable, continue to wear a mask and think 
of it as a masquerade party! 

Spring Bulbs 
To warm us up a bit, our January 25 speaker, Dugald Cameron, spoke about spring bulbs. Here are a few very 
good pointers from him. 
-To save on buying bulbs regularly, divide bulb groups that multiply by easing them apart after their bloom 
period and then replant the divisions.  
-A wonderful Fritilaria to consider is Areo marginata which have variegated 
leaves that add a lot of spring interest and beauty along with the blooms. It 
also has the look of a spider plant but with colourful flowers that come in 

various shades.   
-An uncommon spring bloom is Leucojum  which 
is also called snowflake. It looks like snowdrops 
which bloom much earlier and Leucojum grow two 
times taller. It is a reliable perennial for late spring. 
-He also mentioned to plant alliums with your 
roses as research indicates that doing this reduces 
black spot on your roses and enhances the scent of 
roses ! 
-If you like early crocuses but can’t stand pesky squirrels digging them up, plant 
Crocus tommasinianus which squirrels tend to avoid. 

Our Board 
Marcia Smith: President     Madhu Bhargava: Marketing/PR     Carol Riaz 
Beverly Donnelly:Treasurer    Lucy Dodd: Speakers/Membership     Olga Waszek 
Susan Zalepa: Secretary                Debbie  Blake 
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- As there are so many variety of spring bulbs available on the market, your task is to check online, ask your 
search queries and most likely you will find what you are looking for. And here are a few sources from 
Cameron that can help you: botanus.com, breaks.com, flowerbulbsrus.com, veseys.com, peoniesworld.com. 
   
Spring bulbs are not easy to overwinter in pots.  You can try a few in containers that you know are winterised. 
Otherwise, when spring blooms come on the market, place them in your containers when they are not yet in 
bloom or just budding and you will be rewarded with longtime bloom on our balconies or terraces! Though you 
may not have the wider variety of choices when you buy from the garden nurseries.  

 

An Early Spring Blooming Perennial 
Pasqueflower (Pulsatilla patens) is an intriguing low growing perennial to emerge 

from the cold ground in spring. The flower buds and stems are 
protected by fuzz as protection from frosty temperatures. The 
flowers range from white to blue violet to reddish purple. It 
forms a clump that gradually spreads and can grow to about a 
foot in height. It prefers full sun and well drained soil. 

We have a very good line up of speakers on a wide variety of topics - do join in and 
 let your friends and neighbours know about our society. 

How to Attract Beneficial Insects: 
A lot of gardeners, even seasoned gardeners, cringe at the site of insects in their garden.  Largely 
because they are not familiar with the insects and what damage they may or may not do. Just rest 
assured a lot of  insects are good and they can be very beneficial for the health of your garden. Most 
of us are familiar with the ladybug but do you know what they do? They help control aphids, beetle 
larvae, mealybugs, scale and spider mites.  A few others include green lacewings that control aphids 
and feed on a variety of small soft insects.  An unlikely insect that we may think of as beneficial are 
parasitic wasps.They control a lots of culprits: aphids, beetle larvae, cabbage worms, caterpillars, leaf 
miners, mealybugs, scale and more!  Syrphid flies: (aka hover flies) The larvae feast on aphids, 
leafhoppers, scales, and thrips and the flies are important pollinators.  
 

Speakers List   
Jan.   25          Dugald Cameron           Spring Flowering Bulbs 
Feb.   23          Tina van Andel     Balcony Container Gardening 
Mar.   22          Anna Leggatt                  Small Trees & Shrubs for Small Gardens – Beyond  
     Green 
Apr.    26          Video Demonstration      Hypertufa – How to Make Your Own Planters 
May   24           Molly Shannon               Succulents,  Indoor and Outdoor 
June  28           Heinke Thiessen                 All Season Gardening in a Changing Environment 
Sept.  27, Oct 25, Nov, 22             TBA 
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Following are some plants that attract the above insects:  
Ladybugs: geranium (perennial), dill, marigolds, azalea, 
chamomile, cosmos, goldenrod, butterfly weed (orange 
milkweed) 
Lacewings: Angelica, Yarrow, Feverfew 
Wasps:  Coreopsis, Aster, Yarrow, Lavendar, herbs 
Syrphid Flies:  Black-eyed Susan (Rudbeckia hirta), English 
daisy, Sweet Alyssum, Bachelor Buttons and fragrant herbs  
  
There is much more to know about beneficial insects.  So 
do your own research for particular plants that you want to 
protect. Please do not spray or try to control them until you  
know that they are doing damage to your favourite plants.   
And note that bugs tend to damage one or two varieties as  
a general rule, so plant a biodiverse garden to lessen the damage. The only way to have no damage 
at all, is not to grow anything and of course what kind of choice is that. 
 

Tasks and Tips: 
Balcony and Houseplant watering:  Instead of lugging pails of water, try a 
collapsible water hose that attaches to your kitchen sink faucet. 
Prune: any diseased, dead, or dying branches. Deal with diseased branches 
when the weather is dry to prevent spread of the disease and cut below the 
affected areas. Prune limbs that impede walkways or where limbs can get 
broken. Thin out branches to allow more air and sun to reach the centre of 
trees shrubs. 
Potted Plants and Bulbs:  Check any that are stored and water lightly. Do 
you see mice activity? Dispose any bulbs that are mushy or look diseased.   
Winter Garden Under Cover:   On warm days, open covers of your cold 
frame to allow for air circulation. 
Seeds:  Check catalogues and order your seeds. Start sowing seeds based on the calendar for our area.  
New Plants: It’s good to plan ahead for any new plants you want in your garden and won’t start by seed.  

Order ahead and avoid disappointment when garden centres are busy.  
Compost: Occasionally turn over your compost pile during warm spells.  
Spring Bulb Hold Area: In autumn fill pots with your bulb purchases, sink 
them into your compost heap or a temporary area in your garden. In the 
Spring, arrange the pots in areas of the garden that are empty after your other 
bulbs have emerged from the ground.  
Thaw Periods:  So far our winter has been mild with only one or two very cold 
periods. We hope this continues, but March can be quite different.  Do watch 
any tender plants during the freeze and thaw periods.  If they get pushed out, 
press them back into the ground.  Add mulch where necessary as we have so 
little snow cover. 

Bus Trip:   
If you are interested in a bus trip in June do  

contact our President or someone else on the board. 
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This and That 
Hellebore and Spring Primula Plant Sale: Etobicoke Horticultural Society fundraiser: Order online 
at www.etobicokehort.ca / online SHOP by March 1st. The date and specific location for pick up will be 
confirmed early March. 
Paul Zammit: Paul has replaced Ted Lawrence as the host of the weekly garden programme on CBC FM radio 
on Monday at 12:30.  Many members are familiar with Paul who has spoken at our meetings.  
OHA  Fundraising continues with 18 month calendars still available for sale and the 50/50 draw is still  online 
with the next payout slated for March 16th.
TBG: Get the Jump On Spring event and Seedy Saturday is on March 25th. (Leslie and Lawrence) 
Brampton Horticultural Society One-day Event : Saturday March 11th featuring presentations, a book sale, 
Seedy Saturday and more than 30 vendors. Location: Century Garden Recreation Centre, 340 Vodden St. E., 
Brampton. 10am-3pm.  Free admission
Soil Health and Microbial Life workshop: 2 hr intensive Workshop via Zoom, March 19, 2023, 10am-12pm, 
Cost: $20, Register: https://crookedfarmz.localline.ca/ --> Workshops 
2023 Compost Tea CSA Subscriptions: More information: https://www.crookedfarmz.net, 

Register: https://crookedfarmz.localline.ca/ --> 2023 CSA Subscriptions

In Memoriam   
Fred Patterson :  Sept. 05/22 at 91.   
Fred was a longtime member of our society and is dearly 
missed by his wife Mary who continues to be a member. With 
Mary, he was an avid gardener at home, at a plot in High Park 
and at a greenhouse during the colder months 
Betty Hermansen : Dec 30/22 at 87. 
Besides being a passionate gardener, some of us will 
remember Betty’s talented woodworking skills such as bird 
houses and cutting boards.

Start doing this and spring 
may arrive early!

Happy	Gardening,                               

Lee Veikkamo 
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