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SWANSEA HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY 
95 Lavinia Ave., Box 104 Toronto  M6S 3H9 

email: swanseahorticulturalsociety@gmail.com 
fb: @swanseahorticulturalsociety   web: http://swanseatownhall.ca/sth/?p=402  

 Newsletter: Lee Veikkamo   

~ Newsletter - Autumn 2022 ~ 

Hi Members,


Autumn is be such a beautiful time of year.  Though our gardens are winding 
down, the changing leaf colour adds another dimension to the beauty around us.  
Soak it in and enjoy it.


As most of you are aware, we will not have any in-person meetings this year. We 
do hope we will next year.  Tune in for when they start. Note that our last Zoom 
meeting is on Wednesday, October 26 and this meeting will also be our Annual 
General Meeting. Please join in on this one. Following the AGM, Paul Knowles 
will talk about “The Odd and Eccentric Truth about Gardeners” - sounds like we 
will end our year on an intriguing topic.


Leaf blowers: We live in an area where the size of our gardens are average to small and raking the 
leaves should be manageable. On the plus side we get in some exercise when we rake.  Using a leaf 
blower would not be that much faster and it would be noisy.  A good article to read about this is “A 
Leaf Blower Wasn’t the Answer” in the  October 11, 2022 issue of the Globe and Mail. Even worse 
than the noise, the article reads:  “As per instructions, I donned earmuffs and with an enormous sense 
of anticipation, I pushed the switch and the motor roared into life.”  Earmuffs!  And they do not even 
come with the leaf blower. The article goes on: “Looking around the yard, I was struck by its postage 
stamp size and there I was holding a big noisy machine doing what anyone could do in 30 minutes”.  
So the leaf blower was returned to the store for a refund.  Quick and easy - just like a rake. Need 
anything more be said?
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Plants to Consider: 
Current Shrubs:   If you like currents, then why not plant a variety as they come in red, black, white 
and in pinkish tones. As the berries grow in clusters, you can 
have quite a crop in a short time. The shrubs are low 
maintenance and require only an annual thinning either in 

autumn or spring - they are not fussy 
this way. These nutritious berries can be 
tart when eaten fresh ( red and pink 
varieties)  but there are varieties that are 
sweet enough to eat and white varieties 
are the sweetest.   They are great made 
into jams, jellies or sauces. Mix them 
with other berries and add to yogurt or 
cereal -  fresh or heated into a compote.  
They are wonderful as well if dried.  As for growing,  their main requirements 
are well draining soil in sandy or clay sites that have plenty of organic matter.  

The shrubs do well in sun or partial shade. If the weather is hot for extended periods, the leaves may 
drop for a period of time. Note that you can get bigger berries if two or more varieties are planted.


 


Toad Lilly Trycirtis: These unique and 
beautiful lilies grow best in partial shade with 
morning or late afternoon sun.They are 
available in a number of varieties and 
colours and famous for their spots. They 
grow well in moist soil with lots of organic 
matter. Bloom time is late summer to late 
autumn with flowers that look like orchids 
and they can grow to heights of 2-3 feet on 
arching stems. Order bulbs in the spring in 
time for blooming next year. They are quite  

popular so, if you want to buy the plant instead of the bulbs, check 
availability early in the growing season at the nurseries.

 

Pink Grape Hyacinth Muscari: Pink grape hyacinths are not common 
as they are usually in various shades of blue (light to dark) and white  
So if you want the pink colour, perhaps you can still find bulbs to order 
for bloom in the spring.  “Pink Sunrise” is pale pink and about 6-8 
inches tall.  Grape hyacinths are great massed like a carpet. If you do 
plant in a big area, dig the whole area from 2-3 inches deep and plant 
about 2 inches apart in a natural pattern. You can also plant them with 
other taller bulbs like tulips in contrasting colours like purple or keep it 
in monotone shades of lighter pinks. These bulbs would also be 
wonderful in pots mixed with other spring blooms.  
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Tips and Tasks: 
Weed:  What more needs to be said.  Just remove what you don’t want in the garden. 
Garden Beds:  Remove spent flowers and annual plants.  You can cut back perennials, but that is up 
to you.  Sturdy perennials can look good through the winter if they have attractive seedheads which can 
also provide food for the birds.  Place residue into your composter.  You can also  leave dead leaves 
and flowers on your beds and just add some compost.  This will all provided nutrients to your soil slowly 
through the winter and spring. Remove diseased plant material and place in the garbage - do not add to 
your composter. 
Planting:  Late autumn is an ideal time to plant shrubs and trees.  
Bulbs: Follow the package instructions for planting depth. Take note of when the bulbs bloom - early, 
mid or late spring. In small areas you can add punch by layering your bulbs with the latest-blooming 
bulbs lowest in the ground, then mid-spring bloomers a little shallower, and early 
spring bloomers closest to the surface. You can also use this technique with 
containers - just mulch well and keep your containers well-protected in a shed or 
garage through winter or ensure that the containers are are winterized. 
Water Shut-off:   To prevent burst pipes, turn off water supply to the garden and 
ensure that the tap is left in a a bit of open position so that any water drains out 
which preventing freezing in the water lines. 
Watering:  Yes - watering in late autumn is essential for trees and shrubs.  Please 
do not leave this out. Water deeply once a week for about 30 minutes.  The 
moisture around the roots will freeze to protect the roots during freeze-thaw periods.  
Decorative Features: Start collecting evergreen branches, any branches with 
berries, other interesting features such as dogwood branches that are red or green 
and  attractive seed heads to use as items to place, not just inside your home, but in 
containers for winter decoration on your window sills, front entrance, and on 
balconies.   
Winter Garden Photos : If you want to make changes to your garden, photograph 
your garden when you can clearly see its “bones” after the deciduous leaves are 
gone and all is dormant.  Don’t forget to take photos from inside as well.  This way 
you can determine what may be lacking and even if you want to improve your “winter” garden by 
perhaps adding a couple of evergreens. 
Houseplants:  They should all be inside by now. Clean them thoroughly by giving them a shower even 
in the shower stall to remove any little critters and other stuff that should stay outside.  Don’t forget the 
underside of the leaves.  Let water run through the pots.  Water less than when they were outside - 
water only when the soil is dry.  
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This and That: 
Colborne Lodge Free Tours: While the Lodge is partially closed for renovations, the Coach House 
next door is open to visitors to explore the history of High Park. Free tours of High Park are offered 
during the museum’s closure. General admission to the museum will be free when the building 
reopens.Tours of the museum are not available during the renovation. 
Open Wednesday to Sunday, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Stay Out of the Cold:  Visit the Conservatories:  Allan Gardens downtown at 19 Horticultural Ave., 
Centennial Park in Etobicoke at 151 Elmcrest Rd., Cloud Gardens on 14 Temperance St., and even the 
Royal Botanical Gardens in Burlington.  
Toronto Botanical Garden: Check out the programs and events. They are having their October Bulb 
sale - only a few days left. Note on your calendar their Holiday Market November 25-27.  Located at 
Leslie and Lawrence.  Website: torontobotanicalgarden.ca. 
 

Happy Gardening,

Lee Veikkamo 

Discount Reminder: 
Get a 10% discount at Canadian Tire on plants. Just show your old 
membership card and let them know that COVID has delayed our sending 
out new cards. It shouldn't be a problem. 


